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5. Classification

Ownership of PropertyCheck as many boxes as apply) Category of PropertyCheck onlpne box)
[X] Private [] Building(s)
[] Publiclocal [X] District
[] Publicstate [] site
[] Publicfederal [] Structure
[] Object
Number of Resources within Proper{ipo not include previously listed resources in the count.)
Contributing Noncontributing
12 1 Buildings
3 Sites
1 Structures
Objects
15 2 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Regist 0

6. Function or Use

Historic FunctiongEnter categories from instructions.) Current FunctiongEnter categories from instructions.)
HEALTH CARE: hospital, sanitarium VACANT: not in use

RECREATION AND CULTURE: auditorium

GOVERNMENT: post office

DOMESTIC: multiple dwelling

7. Description

Architectural Classificatiorenter categories from instructions.)
LATE 19'AND EARLY POCENTURY REVIVALISssical Revival

MODERN MOVEMENT: Art Deco

OTHER: Mi€entury Modern

OTHER: No style

Materials (enter categories from instructions.)
Principal exterior materials of theroperty: Brick; Stone, Terra Cotta; Concrete
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Description

Summary Parag rap['BriefIy describehe general characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style, method of
construction, setting, size, and significant features. Indicatetidr the property has historic integrity.)

The Soldiers and Sailors Home in Grand Isladdll County,Nebraska is aampus of buildings and
sitesconstructed between8&8 and 193 connected by enclosed corridors around a system of,lanes
walkways,and sirface parking lotsThe complex forms around a central green space located north of
West Capital Avenue with buildingacingthe west and north sides of the green space. North and east
of the building complex is Liberty Lake with picnic shelters and walks around the lake. Burlington
Northern Railroad tracks and Old Highway 2 traverse at a northwesterly to southeasterly direction
forming the northern boundary of theampus Among the extant campus resourca® twelve
contributing buildngswith threecontributing sitesThere is one noegontributing building and one nen
contributing structure.

Narrative Description(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property. Describe
contributing and noncontributing resourcésapplicable.)

The Soldiers and Sailors Home in Grand Island was the first state veterans home constructed in
Nebraska. In 1888, the state builvactorian style brick and stone edifice that was 4stories with

raised basement and attic spatehe die that quickly became obsolete because of the nature of the
services provided. Nebraskads Civi l War veter a
difficult to navigate the large building with no elevator. Along with the main residential tice o
building, a series of smaller cottages for married couplere builf acentralpowerhousevith laundry,

stables, and other small ancillary support buildir@sly a portion of the heat plant or central power
house remains as one of the originalldings at the site. McKinley, a orstory, U-shaped brick

building with paired front porches remains the oldest service building on the property. It was completed
in 1910 to serve as a hospitaldwas constructed in response to the need for sstorg faility.

The original campus was comprised of a @d0e section of land, where the buildings aadnpus
occupied approximately 4&cres, another portion was set aside for a cemetery, and the remainder was
utilized for agricultural buildings and farminghe agricultural land was meant to help sustain the site

as well as support the animals and supplement the diet of the resident veterans. A railroad was plannec
to cut through the section at an angle from east to agestarly as 187Gubdividing it intonorth and

south sectionsThe Burlington & Missouri Railroad was finally buito ver t he Uni on Pa
to present iti by 1886, which was eventually followed ighway 2, effectively subdividing the
majority of the agricultural land from therogus.Today the agricultural field has been developed into
recreational ball fields and a small lake, with only a small portion of the original field remaining in an
agricultural use. Té remaining portion of agricultural field is currently slated for ttgwaent by the

City of Grand Island.

Parking is scattered throughout the complex with spaces available along Old Glory Road in front of the
Administration, McKinley and World War Il buildings and in a lot at the northeast corner of the
campus, as well aanother two surface lots at the northwest and west edges of the campus.

The entirety of the site is surrounded by rows of deciduous trees at the north, east and west boundaries
A large plot of farmland between the building campus and the cemetery drapdnt of the campus
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since its inception. The farmland is unified with the site by rows of mature trees that border the open
field on the east, south, and west edges with Old Highway 2 bordering it to theTrostfarmland is
slated for development lifie city and is therefore not part of this nomination.

A series of lanes provides access to the complex. Soldiers and Sailors Road intersects West Capital
Avenue and surrounds the east and north sides of the buildings and courtyards. Old Glory Rsad travel
east/west and accommodates street parking between the main green space and in front of the McKinley,
Administration, and World War Il buildings. American Avenue also intersects with West Capital
Avenue and extends north to Old Glory Road in front ofAhderson and Pengng huildings. Burkett

Road connects Soldiers and Sailors Road to Old Highway 2 at the north boundary of the property.
major buildings comprising the former Soldiers and Sailors Home are all masonry with a variety of
architectural stes representedlhe masonry buildings are in good to fair condition and have been
vacant since February 28 when the home was vacatédnew veteran8home was built in Kearney,
Nebraska, approximately 30 miles west of Grand Island to replace this agmgex with modern

medical care and residential facilities.

The recommended boundary includee approximately40 acres of theeampus itselfEachfeature of
the campus idescribed below.

Several campus wide improvements have been made in recestsyehrasnew cooling systems
1997andafire sprinklersystemin 2003. Electrical heating system was added and upgraded in 2007 and
in 2010 fire alarm upgrades took place across campus

The following property description inclusl@ll features of the ampus and will begin with buildings
from oldest to newestthen continue to include site featurdable of individual resources, with
thumbnail images, begins étage 4.

Buildings

Heat Plant/Maintenance Buildingnap #1

c.1888

Contributing

HL06-842

The heat plant/maintenance building continues to house the central power plant for the campus. The red
brick building has a onstory, flatroof, central bay connected to a galdef with stepped facade bay
where the boilers are housethe onestory brick kay is divided into six segments defined by brick
pilasters, a stone beltcourse asgmental arched brick detdifatlink at each pilaster.t8ne keystones
accent the height of each brick ar@lme main entry to the building faces south and has beeneddn
size with new solid steel paired doofihe windows have been reduced in size with new tripartite
aluminum framed single units within each openiAgsolid white vinyl fence shelters the group of
condensers in front of the building.

Stepped falserbnt brick walls of the gableendwing in the older portion of the building retain curved
wall remnants fromhe bricksmokestackvhich is no longer extanfhe gabled roof provides a vaulted
interior space for the large boilers. The shallow-stoey norh wing extends along the backside of the
building and houses an open workspace inside. Some original fixedlighiltisteel windows are
located in this wingThough a construction date is not confirmed for the older portion of the building
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with the steppe roof, two newspaper articles (one from the 1890s and one form the 1950s) reference
this building. It is mentioned as being extant in the 1890s and in the 1950s is mentioned as the only
original building left on the campus.

McKinley Building map #2

19101959

Contributing

HL06-839

The McKinley building was named for President William McKinley and was completed in t9%0.
located at the northwest corner of American Avenue and Soldiers and SailorS'Reaestory brick
building has dJ-shaped flooplan and was built with a 38ed capacity for single veterans shallow
hipped roof caps the building that is defined by-fultith porches at the end of each leg of tkghaped

plan. Each porch has a concrete floor with metal ceilings, brick knee nadaficuare brick columns. A
cental non-historic entry door flanked by one window accesses the building femmhporch area.
Sprinkler systems from the interior extend through a soffit to the porch for fire protection. The simple
building is relatively undorned with the exception of the front porches. -Owerone double hung
windows line both sides of the building. The bdokrth) elevation has a second entry that mimicked
the front porches but has since been enclosed with white painted wood framieil évhe original
windows have been removed and the openings infilled with wood panels painted red to match the red
brick building. The entirety of the red brick building has been painted red.

McKinley interior has a double loaded corridor throughdwe W-shaped plan accessing individual
rooms. The building was renovated and modernized in 1959. The floors are carpeted, ceilings are
dropped with a layn grid system, and steel doors have been installed at each room. Human Resources
offices were last haed in the building.

Pershing Buildingmap #3
1922

Contributing

HLO06-841

Iﬁ/c‘%ﬂfozdjféf' o i
=k
TR <k fif/}’ﬂ/)’/iﬂ; .

Pershlng Bundlng 194(Photo Courtesy Nebraska Department of Administrative Services.
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The Pershing Building ilcated at the northwest corner of Old Glory Road and Americamuée. The

front of the building has a massito-story projectingporchand balconyacing east. It isa three story,
rectangular plan brick building with shallow hipped roof. The three stories are gained by a raised
basement with two full stories abow&. projecting fulkheight front porch is supported by six fluted
Doric order columns with wrought iron railinddgroad stone steps lead to tkatry from an open
concrete plaza area. The main entry door is a modern aluminum and glass single door wittissidelig
and transom at the first floor and paired aluminum and glass at the second level. Fenestration at either
side of the entry doors is larger and more elaborate consisting of a centareenae window flanked

by two sidelights. Two windows are on eithgide of the center dooSimple, square wrought iron
balusters make up the balcony railings, stair railings and fencing around thefpktpae beltcourse
above the raised foundation demarcates the lower or garden level from the raised first fimosilSto

and lintels with keystones accent each window at the first floor, while the remaining fenestration
consists of simple unadorned openings. All fenestration has been replaced vwailepoee units.

A bay projects from the west elevation that hesusiccessibility ramps original to the building. The
ramps have a steep sand are on either side of the central elevator. A brick addition at the northwest
corner of the building houses a new elevator and stair addition.

The interior of Pershing corsds of a singledoubleloaded corridowith mixed uses on the lower level

and residential rooms on the first and second level. Wood doors, transoms with infill, and door frames
remain in place throughout most of the building. New sheet or linoleum ftpard layin dropped

ceiling panels have been installed. The lower level has a recreation room, library, classrooms, office
spaces, and residential rooms. The first and second levels retain all residential rooms. The rooms along
the central corridor are st with a corner sink and closet. A shared bathroom serves the corridor.
Rooms at the ends or corners of the building are generally larger and could house up to three residents.

At the center othe first and second floor plan is the main loureyad enty vestibule Each lounge
accesses the porch or balcony and has a fireplace along the south wall. Three arched openings lead int
the central corridor from the lounge. Ceilings in the lounges have been lowered and the new ceiling
height interrupts the arcieopenings and the window height. These areas along with the corridor are
carpeted. Immediately across from the lounge is the elevator and ramp area.

In 1969 thecommunity corridotbathrooms were renovatethis is one year following the construction

of the World War Il Memorial Buildingand was most likely done to maintain standard accommodations
across the campu8oth bathroom areas have similar design and finish detailsomiinch tiles in
shades of blue or pink and similar layouts with shower, tabatory, and stool. The window
replacement took plage 2003

Burkett Building map #4

1927

Contributing

HLO06-887

Burkett building is a simple unadorned tstory brick building with a rectangular floor plan and flat
roof. A soldier course of brick adda beltcourse around the building. Paired fenestration on the first
floor with single units on the second floor penetrate the facade. About half of the windows and doors
have been removed and infilled with wood panels painted brown to match the bribk tafar. Other

doors are painted white Built to take over the post office, the building was never finished with
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plumbing services so has no capacity for running wateerited as the campus post office, even adding
the address of Burkett, Nebraska $ewveral yeargntil 1930 when a post office no longer existed at the
site. Today the building is used for storage.

Administration Buildingmap %
19371968

Contributing

HL06-627

Administration Building, Soldiers’ and Sailors” Home, Grand Island, Neb.
- " .

1A2523-N

Administration Building Historic Postcard, c. 193fhage courtesy Nebska Department of Administrative Services.

The threestory Art Deco inspired Administration Building was completed in 1931 for patient housing

as well as the main administrative office for the Veterans Hdinie centrally located along American
Avenue ad faces southOriginally, the building housed married couples and single veterans on the
second and third floors, whi | e the first flo
administrative officesLike Pershing, the building/as constructed with central projeahg multi-story

open balcony and entry area to accommodate sitting outdoors. The Administration Building is
stylistically the most elaborate building on campus. The brick construction is accented by ¢oloeful

gold, red, and greerstylized curvilinear graphic terra cotta details applied at the cornice line, between
windows, and above the entry doors. Fluted pilasters rise the height of the building from the stone
beltcourse connecting with the designed cornice.

A rectangular floor pla has three entrances on the mégsoutl) facade.A center entrance under the
projecting balconies, and two side wing entrances that are slightly recessed. Open balconies were
enclosed with tinted glass window panels in 1968 rwhemajor building episodecourred on the
campus.

Main entry doors have been replaced with aluminum and glass commercial storefront type door with
sidelights. However, upon entering the vestibule, original Aight wood frame paired doors with
sidelights and transom windows remarhe interior of the building retains terrazzo floors and terrazzo
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wainscoting throughout. Acentral corridor accesses offiaen either side with an elevator and
accessibility ramps at the center of the footprint.

Second and third stories follow thensa footprint with a central doubleaded corridor with patient
rooms on either side. The ramps extend to all floors of the building. A TV room is next to the
balcony/porch identified as a lounge after the porch was encloBedormer exterior brick wadlof the
balconies have been painted white and the originabsexsix windows at the balconies remain in
place.Original builtin cabinets remain in the TV roomResidents shared common restrooms that have
been rehabilitated recently. Dropped ceiliags found throughout the corridors with wooden doors into
the resident rooms.

Garage/Shed, mapc#

c.1938

Contributing

HL06-888

A simple gable end, wood frame garage or storage building is adjacent (south) of the metal building,
described at #8 The recangular plan building is painted red with an asphalt roof. Its date of
construction is unknown but it appears in 1938 aerial photographs of the property.

Garage map #7

c.1938

Contributing

HL06-900

This brick garage and storage building has a single ewérliloor that facesaston a gable endA
pedestrian door and single window is located on this facade. The building appears to have been
truncated based on historic aerial photos. It is clearly visible in the 1938 photo but may have been
reduced in size ien the Phillips Addition to the World War Il building was constructed. The building

is oriented toward the heat plant.

Auditorium map 8

1957

Contributing

HL06-889

This simple rectangular floor plan building is similar in exterior appearance to thp&icnal Therapy
building described below at #8. It is a estery masonry building with a flat roof and minimal to no
ornament. The interior has an elevated stage at the north end of the footprint with the remainder of the
floorplan open space. A kitchesrea has been incorporated at the south end of the floor plan. A
connector corridor between this building and the neighboring Occupational Therapy building described
below linked these buildingsogetheithey were identified as the World War | Memorialil8ling.

Occupational Therapymap #

1965

Contributing

HL06-890

This building has asimple rectangular floor plarwith a flat roofand minimal to no ornament. The
Occupational Therapy Building had a room with a ceramic \itrich has been removgethrge open

crafting room and storage rooms. A wood shop with work benches and power tools was also built as

8



United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Régist-orm

NPS Form 1800 OMB No. 10240018
Soldiers and Sailors Home Hall Cainty, Nebraska
Name of Property County and State

part of the Occupational Therapy Building. i$hbuilding is connectedto the Auditorium by an
expanded connector corridor (Hlthat link the campus; th®ccupational Therapy building and the
Auditorium were also referred s the World War | Memorial Building

Anderson Buildingmap#10

1965

Contributing

HL06-891

The Anderson Building was completed in 1965 and was built as &tone 44 room domiciliar
building to replace the Garfield Building which was the oldest remaining wood frame building on the
grounds. This contemporary magntury building has ansshaped floor plan and its formal name is the
Carl A. Anderson Spanish War Memorial Building. lswuilt at a cost of approximately $300,000 and
all the furnishings were donated by the Carl Anderson Foundation.

The long low profile has a midentury modern flare with a projecting, vaulted, center gable entry with
full-height windows accenting theam entry vestibule. Red bricknd stuccaclad wings with paired
fenestration extend north and south from the entry bBgch paired window grougerminatesat the

roofline with a large aggregate stucco material infill below. Concrete pathwaysapitirted lawn

creats acourtyard between the legs of thesHaped plasouth of the entry vestibul@he connecting
corridor attaches to the building at the north corridor and extends into Pershing from the cross of the H.
At the south end of the floorplan argo screenedn porches. A sevefoot metal fence surrounds the
building from the south leg of the east fagade around to enclose the south elevations and continues to
enclose the west elevation. A series of concrete pathways and grassy areas areenfigniceth yard.
Anderson served as the memory care unit and this space provided an exterior walking path for its
residents.

Main entry to the building is through the vaulted gable projecting vestibule at the east facade. This glass
enclosed featurentersinto an open lobby with exposed beams and round globe light fixéuteading

into the vaulted gable spack white stone wall divides thearpetedentry lobbyfrom the lounge areat

the west side of the wallfwo recessed panels are on either side fafeplace within the stone wall

facing west into the lounge area. A long kitchen type counter with sink and cabinets has been installed at
an angle in the center of the lounge area. The same round globe light fixtures and exposed wood beams
extend into théounge from the entry vestibule. Modern ceiling fans have been added to the space. The
wood paneled ceiling has acoustic panels attached throughout the lobby and lounge area. The east ant
west walls in the lounge are exposed brick. An aluminum and gtessatl the south wall leads to the
courtyard while at the west wall the door leads into the connector corridor to Pershing. An angled
nurseddesk is at the northwest corner of the lounge.

Doubleloaded orridorsto the north and south from the lobby le¢adesident rooms. Each room has a
sink, closet and a shardzhthroom withstool only between two roomsThe jackandjill bathroom
configuration within the rooms also retains oneh floor and wall tile in colors including blue, pink,
and tanA large,shared bathroom with shower and bath is centrally locatedahcorridor. The shared
bathroom areas have pink or blue floor and wall tiles.

The west leg of Andersoalso has a double®aded corridor with resident rooms similar to the east
corridor. Thewest | eg has nurseds office, storage room
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World War Il Memorial Building and Phillips Additiomap #1
19681973

Contributing

HL06-840

Building and Administration Building Po
addition.Image courtesy Nebraska Department of Administrative Services.

£
World War Il

World War 1l Memorial Building was designed by Grand Island architect George E. Clayton and was
built to replace the aging Pershing Hospithich was being used as a domiciliary care unit at the time.

It is located at the northeast corner@id Glory Road and American Avenuand is immediately
adjacent tahe Administration BuildingConstruction of this building cleared the grounds fromm last

of the original wood framed buildings associated with the Soldiers and Sailors Home. The Phillips
Addition which was completed in 197Brovided 100 bed capacity nursing care, the All Faiths Chapel,
and the Liberty Café which is the main diningilisg and commercial kitchen for the complex.

World War Il Memorial Building is a threstory, T-plan, modern style with a projecting central bay, a
similar footprint to Pershing and Administration Buildings. The projecting center bay has vertical design
elements and is clad with stucdde projecting bay providescommon sunroom for gatherisgace at

each floor Textured lava rock clads the main entry bay with aluminum and glass entry doors.
Contemporary stylized stainlesteel lettering identifyinghe World War Il Memorial is mountezh the

lava rock walladjacent to the entry door.

The main facade is clad in brickith paired windows within vertical stucco panels. The Phillips
Addition extends from the World War Il Memorial to the north giving bhudding it9Sr oughl y AT
shaped footprint for the main spaces. This wing retains the same exterior finishes, with the chapel area
at thenorth end mimicking the main entry bay style. Raised cross shapes have been laid within the brick
facade at the chaperhe main lobby is accessed through a vestibule with paired aluminum and glass
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storefront doors. The lava rock wall is exposed in the lobby and droppéd dayling panels extend
throughout the space.

World War 1l Memorial Building has a complex floplan of two doubldoaded corridors with a central

lobby and vertical circulation area. Resident rooms line the north and south sides of the building with a
center core of offices, shared bathroprasd storage rooms allowing for the two dodbleded
corridors. The main entry lobby has a dropped-laypanel ceilingThe All Faiths Chapel is located in

the north wing of the building and is an opnpeted room with a central aisle and pews to either side.

A nondenominational raised altar with organ arnbic seating enclosed are included with a series of
stained glass windows along the east wall.

Liberty Café is an open room with coffered ceiling that retains original aluminum ceiling mounted light
fixtures. The food service line has cream and light blas set on the diagonal with-Ehapedstainless
steelservice counter. Behind the service line and on the east side of the building is the large commercial
kitchen. Stainless steel tables, walkrefrigerators and freezers and all other appurtenaresaed for a
large-scalekitchen remain in this area.

Corridors on the first floor have terrazzo floors with-layceiling panel grids. Two elevators and a
central stair provide vertical transportation from the center bay of the building. Two additainal s
towers are located at the east and west dRelsident rooms are consistent with the rest of the complex
and are typically small with a sink and shared common bathroom in corridors.

The basement level serves as storage, laundry, and connects tpipeaumnels.

Connector Corridors, map #21(A, B, and C)

Contributing

€.19651973

HL06-892AC

A series of three connecting corridors have been constructed to link the veteran occupied structures on
the campus. These connectors are-siney with a flat oof and built of brick. By 1973 the connectors

were completedConnector corridor 1& links the Andersorbuilding with the Pershingbuilding.
Connector 1B links Pershing with the Occupational Therapy and Auditorumdings (World War |
complex), as welbs tothe World War Il building.Connector 1€ links the Administration building

with the McKinley building.

Metal Shedmap #3

€.1980

Noncontributing

HL06-893

A metal shed at the north end of the compong Burkett Road serves as garage and stofame
overhead doors along with pedestrian doors access the simple rectangular plan building with a flat roof.
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Site Features

Landscapemap#14

1900

Contributing

HL06-895

The grounds at the Soldiers and Sailors Home consist of a variety of opgyamtsl connected by
sidewalks. The site can be accessed from both the north and south. Burkett Road provided access fron
Old Highway 2 (now closed) to the north and Soldiers and Sailors Road and American Avenue provide
access from the south off of Westgtal Avenue, the main entrance to the site. A large open yard
welcomes visitors and staff at the main entrance of the facility. This rectangular shape greenspace
located south and east of them main buildings is delineated by West Capital Avenue orttthe sou
Soldiers and Sailors Road on the east, Old Glory Road on the north, and American Avenue on‘the west.
The green space here retains a random planting of deciduous trees throughout with a specific treeline
following American Avenue. It is divided by twoajor pathways: one at an angle from the southeast to
northwest from Capital Avenue to Old Glory Road and one sacular between Old Glory Road and
American Avenue. A formally planted row of trees was located along Capital Avenue but was removed
as partof a road construction project around 2014. A gazebo added durir@@ad central planting

area that dates to the turn of the twentieth century with a flagpole and memorial garden are located
within the green space and are both discussed later isetttion.

Memorial GardenFlag Areg map A5

c.1938

Contributing

HL06-896

Within the central greenspace is a formal designed memorial garden with flagpoles surrounding a
concrete oval, a fountain, and planted area. This feature is visible in imagesopt@4Q and is a
contributing resource within the landscape. One of the planting beds is surrounded by a turned wrought
iron fence.The date of this feature is not confirmed, however historic aerial photographs show it present
and well establishedtahe ste in 1938.

Gazebomap #56

€.1990

Non-contributing

HLO06-897

A gazebo was added to the front greenspace arb@®@@ The open structure rests on a brick foundation
and is supported by eight sets of paired columns around the octagonal footprint. A cojecis from

the roof with fixed four light windows and a weathervane. The gazebo is connected to the memorial
garden and flag area by concrete walkway which continues toward Anderson Buldingvas
constructed in 2000

1Of the streets identified in this description only Capital Avenue is a designated city street. Old Glory Road, American
Avenue and Soldiers and Sailors Road are names given to the lanes within the campus. They are not citysstreet
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Liberty Lake map #¥

c. 1940

Contributing

HL06-894

Liberty Lake is a recreational and fishing lake at the northeast edge of the campus. Though actual
construction date of the lake has not been confirmed, historic aerial photographs between 1938 and 1957
confirm its construction bew®en those dates. The irregular shaped water feature provided fishing and
recreation for both the veterans and the general public. Walkways surround portions of the southeast and
northwest side of the lake with a footbridge crossing at the narrowest mﬁatrrg the lake.

Aerial photograph c. 1940. Edge of Liberty Lake is visible at top right of image. Image also shows landscape and frpatgrEees
curved drive that lead to the former main building remains as a drive, but will soon be incorpatatdt central greenspace as a path
or walkway. Buildings that remain extant from this image include Pershing at far left, Administration Building shownthepewit
porches at center, McKinley with itsshaped plan at far right and the power plantiwiark colored briclksmokestackPhoto courtesy

Nebraska Department of Administrative Services.
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The following illustrated table documents each resource at the Soldiers and Sailors Home.

Buildings By Construction Date

Heat Plant c.1888 e
HL06842 Contributing

Map #1
McKinley 1910/1959
HL@®-839 Contributing

Map #2
Pershing 1922
HL06841 Contributing

Map #3
Burkett 1927
HL06887 Contributing

Map #4
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